ELECTI ON CODE
TITLE 1. | NTRODUCTORY PROVI SI ONS
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVI SI ONS
Sec. 1.001. SHORT TITLE. This code may be cited as the
El ection Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.0015. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the
| egi sl ature that the application of this code and the conduct of
el ections be uniformand consistent throughout this state to reduce
the likelihood of fraud in the conduct of elections, protect the
secrecy of the ballot, pronote voter access, and ensure that al
| egally cast ballots are count ed.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd C.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.04,
eff. Decenmber 2, 2021.

Sec. 1.002. APPLICABILITY OF CODE. (a) This code applies to
all general, special, and primary elections held in this state.

(b) This code supersedes a conflicting statute outside this
code unless this code or the outside statute expressly provides
ot herw se.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.003. CONSTRUCTION OF CODE. (a) The Code Construction
Act (Chapter 311, Governnent Code) applies to the construction of
each provision in this code, except as otherw se expressly provided
by this code.

(a-1) Election officials and other public officials shal
strictly construe the provisions of this code to effect the intent of
the | egislature under Section 1.0015.

(b) When a provision of this code provides that it supersedes
anot her specifically referenced provision of this code to the extent
of any conflict, no conflict is created by the failure of the
supersedi ng provision, or of related provisions, to repeat the
substance of the referenced provision; rather, a conflict exists
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only if the substance of the superseding and any rel ated provisions
is irreconcilable with the substance of the referenced provision. |If
t he substance of the supersedi ng provision, together with any rel ated
provi sions, and the substance of the referenced provision can each be
applied to the sanme subject or set of circunstances, both provisions
shal | be given effect.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.05, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 1.004. |INTERNAL REFERENCES. In this code:

(1) areference to atitle, chapter, or section wthout
further identification is a reference to a title, chapter, or section
of this code; and

(2) areference to a subtitle, subchapter, subsection
subdi vi si on, paragraph, or other nunbered or lettered unit w thout
further identification is a reference to a unit of the next |arger
unit of this code in which the reference appears.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.005. DEFINITIONS. In this code:

(1) "Gty secretary" includes a city clerk or, in acity
that has no city secretary or clerk, the city officer who perforns
the duties of a city secretary.

(2) "County election precinct” neans an el ection precinct
est abl i shed under Section 42.001.

(3) "County office" means an office of the county
governnent that is voted on countyw de.

(4) "District office" neans an office of the federal or
state governnent that is not voted on statew de.

(4-a) "Election official" neans:

(A) a county clerk;

(B) a permanent or tenporary deputy county clerk

(© an elections adm nistrator;

(D) a permanent or tenporary enpl oyee of an el ections
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adm ni strator;

(E) an election judge;

(F) an alternate el ection judge;

(G an early voting clerk;

(H a deputy early voting clerk;

(I') an election clerk;

(J) the presiding judge of an early voting ball ot
boar d;

(K)y the alternate presiding judge of an early voting
bal | ot board;

(L) a nenber of an early voting ballot board,

(M the chair of a signature verification commttee;

(N) the vice chair of a signature verification

conmi ttee;
(O a nenber of a signature verification commttee;
(P) the presiding judge of a central counting station;
(Q the alternate presiding judge of a central counting
station;

(R) a central counting station manager;
(S) a central counting station clerk;
(T) a tabulation supervisor;
(U an assistant to a tabul ati on supervisor; and
(V) a chair of a county political party holding a
primary election or a runoff primary el ection.
(4-b) "Federal judge" neans:
(A) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of a United
States court of appeals;
(B) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of a United
States district court;
(C© a judge, fornmer judge, or retired judge of a United
St at es bankruptcy court; or
(D) a magistrate judge, former magistrate judge, or
retired magi strate judge of a United States district court.
(5) "Final canvass" nmeans the canvass from which the
official result of an election is determ ned.
(6) "General election" nmeans an el ection, other than a
primary el ection, that regularly recurs at fixed dates.
(7) "Ceneral election for state and county officers" means
the general election at which officers of the federal, state, and
county governments are el ect ed.
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(8) "Qubernatorial general election" neans the general
el ection held every four years to elect a governor for a full term

(9) "Independent candi date" neans a candidate in a
nonparti san election or a candidate in a partisan election who is not
t he nom nee of a political party.

(10) "Law' neans a constitution, statute, city charter, or
city ordi nance.

(11) "Local canvass" neans the canvass of the precinct
el ection returns.

(12) "Measure" neans a question or proposal submtted in an
el ection for an expression of the voters' wll.

(13) "Political subdivision" nmeans a county, city, or
school district or any other governnmental entity that:

(A) enbraces a geographic area with a defined boundary;

(B) exists for the purpose of discharging functions of
government; and

(C possesses authority for subordinate self-governnent
t hrough officers selected by it.

(14) "Primary election" neans an election held by a
political party under Chapter 172 to select its nom nees for public
of fice, and, unless the context indicates otherwi se, the term
i ncludes a presidential primary el ection.

(15) "Proposition"” neans the wordi ng appearing on a ball ot
to identify a neasure.

(16) "Registered voter" neans a person registered to vote
in this state whose registration is effective.

(17) "Residence address" neans the street address and any
apartnent nunber, or the address at which mail is received if the
resi dence has no address, and the city, state, and zip code that
correspond to a person's residence.

(18) "Special election" neans an election that is not a
general election or a primary el ection.

(18-a) "State judge" neans:

(A) a judge, former judge, or retired judge of an
appel l ate court, a district court, a constitutional county court, a
county court at law, or a statutory probate court of this state;

(B) an associate judge appoi nted under Chapter 201,
Fam |y Code, or a retired associ ate judge or former associate judge
appoi nted under that chapter;

(C a nmmgistrate or associate judge appoi nted under
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Chapter 54 or 54A, Governnent Code;
(D) a justice of the peace; or
(E) a nmunicipal court judge.

(19) "Statew de office" neans an office of the federal or
state governnent that is voted on statew de

(20) Repealed by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H B
25), Sec. 8, eff. Septenber 1, 2020.

(21) "Uniformelection date" neans an el ection date
prescribed by Section 41.001.

(22) "Voting station" neans the voting booth or other place
where voters mark their ballots or otherwi se indicate their votes at
a polling place.

(23) "Voting year" neans the 12-nonth period begi nni ng
January 1 of each year.

(24) "Presidential primary el ection" neans an el ection held
under Subchapter A, Chapter 191, at which a political party's voters
are given an opportunity to express their preferences for the party's
presidential candidates, or for an "unconmtted" status if provided
by party rule, for the purpose of determ ning the allocation of the
party's delegates fromthis state to the party's nationa
presidential nom nating conventi on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 14, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987;
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 52, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 404 (H.B. 25), Sec. 8, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2020.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.06, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 1.006. EFFECT OF WEEKEND OR HOLIDAY. (a) |If the last day
for performance of an act is a Saturday, Sunday, or |egal state or
national holiday, the act is tinely if performed on the next regular
busi ness day, except as otherw se provided by this code.

(b) If the last day for performance of an act is extended under
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Subsection (a), the extended date is used to determ ne any ot her
dates and deadlines, and the dates or tinmes of any related
procedures, that are expressly required to be nade on a date or at a
time determined in relation to the last day for perfornmance of the
act .

(c) A declaration of ineligibility of a candidate is considered
to be the performance of an act under this section for purposes of
causing the candidate's nanme to be omtted fromthe ballot.

(d) The filing of a docunent, including a withdrawal request or
resignation, is considered to be the performance of an act under this
section for purposes of creating a vacancy to be filled at a
subsequent el ection.

(e) The death of a person is not considered to be the
performance of an act under this section.

(f) In this code:

(1) "National holiday" neans:
(A) a legal public holiday under 5 U. S.C. Section 6103;
and
(B) if a holiday described by Paragraph (A) occurs on a
Saturday or Sunday, a holiday taken in lieu of that holiday on which
there is no regular United States mail delivery.
(2) "State holiday" nmeans a state holiday under Sections
662. 003(b) (1) through (6), Governnment Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.

Sec. 1.007. DELIVERING SUBM TTI NG AND FI LI NG DOCUMENTS. (a)
When this code provides for the delivery, submission, or filing of an
application, notice, report, or other docunent or paper with an
authority having adm nistrative responsibility under this code, a
delivery, subm ssion, or filing with an enpl oyee of the authority at
the authority's usual place for conducting official business
constitutes filing with the authority.

(b) The authority to whom a delivery, subm ssion, or filing is
required by this code to be nade may accept the docunent or paper at
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a place other than the authority's usual place for conducting
of ficial business.

(c) A delivery, submssion, or filing of a docunent or paper
under this code may be made by personal delivery, mail, telephonic
facsimle machine, e-mail, or any other method of transm ssion.

(d) Any other provision of this code supersedes this section to
t he extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 1.008. TIMELINESS OF ACTION BY MAIL. Wen this code
requires an application, notice, report, or other docunent or paper
to be delivered, submtted, or filed within a specified period or
before a specified deadline, a delivery, subm ssion, or filing by
first-class United States nail is tinely, except as otherw se
provi ded by this code, if:

(1) it is properly addressed with postage prepaid; and

(2) it bears a post office cancellation mark indicating a
time within the period or before the deadline, or if the person
required to take the action furnishes satisfactory proof that it was
deposited in the mail within the period or before the deadline.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.009. TIME OF RECEI PT OF MAILED DOCUMENT. (a) Wen this
code provides that an application, notice, or other docunent or paper
that is delivered, submtted, or filed by mail is considered to be
delivered, subnmitted, or filed at the tinme of its receipt by the
appropriate authority, the time of receipt is the tine at which a
post office enpl oyee:

(1) places it in the actual possession of the authority or
the authority's agent; or
(2) deposits it in the authority's mailbox or at the usual
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pl ace of delivery for the authority's official mail.

(b) If the authority cannot determne the tinme at which a
deposit under Subsection (a)(2) occurred or whether it occurred
before a specified deadline, the deposit is considered to have
occurred at the tine the mail box or usual place of mail delivery, as
applicable, was |ast inspected for renoval of nail.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 1.010. AVAILABILITY OF OFFICIAL FORVMS. (a) The office,
agency, or other authority with whomthis code requires an
application, report, or other docunent or paper to be submitted or
filed shall nmake printed forns for that purpose, as officially
prescribed, readily and tinely avail abl e.

(b) The authority shall furnish forns in a reasonable quantity
to a person requesting themfor the purpose of submtting or filing
t he docunent or paper.

(c) The forms shall be furnished w thout charge, except as
ot herw se provided by this code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.011. SIGNING DOCUMENT BY WTNESS. (a) When this code
requires a person to sign an application, report, or other docunent
or paper, except as otherw se provided by this code, the docunment or
paper may be signed for the person by a witness, as provided by this
section, if the person required to sign cannot do so because of a

physical disability or illiteracy.
(b) The person who cannot sign nust affix the person's mark to
t he docunent or paper, which the witness nust attest. |[|f the person

cannot make the mark, the witness nust state that fact on the
docunent or paper.

(c) The witness nust state on the docunment or paper the nane,
in printed form of the person who cannot sign.

(d) The witness nust affix the witness's own signhature to the
docunent or paper and state the witness's own name, in printed form
near the signature. The witness nust also state the witness's
resi dence address unless the witness is an election officer, in which
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case the witness nust state the witness's official title.
(e) The procedure prescribed by this section nust be conducted
in the presence of the person who cannot sign.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 1.012. PUBLIC I NSPECTI ON OF ELECTI ON RECORDS. (a)
Subj ect to Subsection (b), an election record that is public
i nformation shall be made available to the public during the regular
busi ness hours of the record's custodian.

(b) For the purpose of safeguarding the election records or
econom zing the custodian's tine, the custodian may adopt reasonable
rules limting public access.

(c) Except as otherw se provided by this code or Chapter 552,
Government Code, all election records are public information.

(d) In this code, "election record” includes:

(1) anything distributed or received by governnent under
t hi s code;

(2) anything required by |law to be kept by others for
i nformati on of governnent under this code; or

(3) a certificate, application, notice, report, or other
docunent or paper issued or received by governnent under this code.

(e) Except as provided by Subsections (f) and (g), an election
record shall be available not later than the 15th day after el ection
day in an electronic format for a fee of not nore than $50.

(f) Beginning on the first day after the date the final canvass
of an election is conpleted, the general custodian of election
records shall nmake available for public inspection election records
that are:

(1) images of voted ballots, if a county naintains inages
of voted ballots; or
(2) cast vote records.

(g) Beginning on the 61st day after election day, the general
custodi an of election records shall make available for public
i nspection election records that are original voted ballots.

(h) The custodi an shall adopt procedures to ensure the
redacti on of any personally identifiable information of the voter
contained on a ballot before making the voted ballot available for
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public inspection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 76, Sec. 5.95(88), eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 1215 (S.B. 902), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 894 (H B. 5180), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2023.

Sec. 1.013. DESTRUCTI ON OF RECORDS. After expiration of the
prescri bed period for preserving voted ballots, election returns,
ot her election records, or other records that are preserved under
this code, the records nmay be destroyed or otherw se disposed of
unl ess, at the expiration of the preservation period, an el ection
contest or a crimnal investigation or proceeding in connection with
an election to which the records pertain is pending. |In that case,
the records shall be preserved until the contest, investigation, or
proceeding is conpleted and the judgnent, if any, becones final.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.014. ELECTION EXPENSES. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by | aw, the expenses incurred in the conduct of a general or
special election shall be paid by the political subdivision served by
the authority ordering the el ection.

(b) Each county in the territory covered by an el ection ordered
by the governor shall pay the expenses incurred in that particul ar
county in the conduct of the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 1.015. RESIDENCE. (a) In this code, "residence" neans
domcile, that is, one's hone and fixed place of habitation to which
one intends to return after any tenporary absence.

(b) A person may not establish residence for the purpose of
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i nfluencing the outconme of a certain election.

(c) A person does not |ose the person's residence by |eaving
the person's hone to go to another place for tenporary purposes only.

(d) A person does not acquire a residence in a place to which
t he person has cone for tenporary purposes only and w thout the
intention of maeking that place the person's hone.

(e) A person who is an inmate in a penal institution or who is
an involuntary inmate in a hospital or eleenbsynary institution does
not, while an inmate, acquire residence at the place where the
institution is |ocated.

(f) A person may not establish a residence at any place the
person has not inhabited. A person nmay not designhate a previous
residence as a honme and fixed place of habitation unless the person
inhabits the place at the tinme of designation and intends to remain.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 869 (S.B. 1111), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 1.016. CQATHS BY ELECTION OFFICERS. (a) An oath or
statenent required by the Texas Constitution or this code prior to an
el ection officer entering service may be adm nistered and a
certificate of the fact given by:

(1) the secretary of state, a nmenber of the secretary of
state's staff, or a state inspector appointed by the secretary;

(2) a county or rmunicipal clerk or the clerk's deputi es;

(3) a county tax assessor-collector or the county tax
assessor-col l ector's deputi es;

(4) acity secretary;

(5) a nenber of a county el ection comm ssion or county
el ection board,;

(6) a county elections adm nistrator or enployee of a
county el ections adm ni strator;

(7) the secretary of the governing body of a political
subdi vi sion other than a county or city or the authority performng
the duties of a secretary under this code;

(8) a presiding election judge or alternate presiding judge
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who has al ready entered service;

(9) an early voting clerk or a deputy early voting clerk
who has al ready entered service;

(10) a nmenber of an early voting ballot board or signature
verification conmttee who has already entered service; or

(11) a presiding judge, manager, or tabulation supervisor
of a central counting station who has already entered servi ce.

(b) An oath, statenent, or certificate described under
Subsection (a) is valid for the duration of the election officer's
termof office and shall be filed with election records for the
el ection in which the election officer is serving.

(c) The secretary of state may prescribe a formof oath
statenent, or certificate that incorporates any oaths or statenents
required by the Texas Constitution or this code for an el ection
officer into a single oath or statenent.

Added by Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S., Ch. 828 (H.B. 1735), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Sec. 1.017. INELIGBILITY NO DEFENSE TO PROSECUTION. It is no
defense to prosecution under this code that a person who receives an
official ballot is ineligible to vote in the election for which the
ball ot is received.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.

Sec. 1.018. APPLICABILITY OF PENAL CODE. In addition to
Section 1.03, Penal Code, and to other titles of the Penal Code that
may apply to this code, Titles 2 and 4, Penal Code, apply to offenses
prescri bed by this code.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.07, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021.

Sec. 1.019. REQUI RED EVI DENCE OR TESTIMONY. (a) A party to an
of fense under this code may be required to furnish evidence or
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testi nony about the offense.

(b) Evidence or testinony required to be furnished under this
section, or information directly or indirectly derived fromthat
evi dence or testinony, nmay not be used against the party providing
the evidence or testinony in a crimnal case except for a prosecution
of aggravated perjury or contenpt.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 393, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 1.020. VOTING DI SABI LI TY OR CANDI DACY DI SQUALI FI CATI ON
DETERM NATI ON OF MENTAL | NCAPACI TY. (a) A person determ ned to be
totally nentally incapacitated by a court exercising probate
jurisdiction is not subject to a voting disability or candi dacy
di squal ification under this code if, subsequent to that
determ nation, the person's nental capacity has been conpletely
restored by a final judgnment of a court exercising probate
jurisdiction.

(b) A person determned to be partially nentally incapacitated
wi thout the right to vote by a court exercising probate jurisdiction
is not subject to a voting disability or candi dacy disqualification
under this code if, subsequent to that determ nation, the person's
guar di anshi p has been nodified to include the right to vote or the
person's nental capacity has been conpletely restored by a final
j udgnment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 21, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Sec. 1.021. NOTICE OF PCLLI NG PLACE LCCATI ON. When this code
requires notice of a polling place |ocation, the witten notice nust
state the building nane, if any, and the street address, including
the suite or roomnunber, if any, of the polling place.

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 42 (H B. 1241), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 1.022. REASONABLE ACCOVMODATI ON OR MODI FI CATION. A
provi sion of this code may not be interpreted to prohibit or limt
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the right of a qualified individual with a disability fromrequesting
a reasonabl e accomopdati on or nodification to any el ection standard,
practice, or procedure mandated by law or rule that the individual is
entitled to request under federal or state |aw

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 1.08,
eff. Decenmber 2, 2021.

CHAPTER 2. VOTE REQUI RED FOR ELECTI ON TO OFFI CE
SUBCHAPTER A. ELECTI ON BY PLURALI TY
Sec. 2.001. PLURALITY VOTE REQUI RED. Except as ot herw se
provided by law, to be elected to a public office, a candidate nust
receive nore votes than any ot her candidate for the office.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.002. TIE VOTE. (a) Except as provided by Subsection
(f), (g), or (i), in an election requiring a plurality vote, if two
or nore candi dates for the sane office tie for the nunber of votes
required to be elected, a second election to fill the office shall be
hel d.

(b) Not later than the fifth day after the date the automatic
recount required by Subsection (i) is conpleted or the final canvass
followng the automatic recount is conpleted, if applicable, the
authority responsible for ordering the first election shall order the
second el ection. The second election shall be held not earlier than
the 20th day or later than the 45th day after the date the automatic
recount required by Subsection (i) is conpleted or the final canvass
following the automatic recount is conpleted, if applicable.

(c) The nanes of the tying candidates only shall be printed on
the ballot for the second election. Wite-in votes are not
permtted. |If either of the candidates is a party nomnee, the title
of the office shall be listed on the ballot in a vertical colum with
t he nane of each candidate |isted below the office title with each
candidate's political party alignment next to the nane.

(d) The order of the candi dates' names on the ballot shall be
the relative order of names on the original ballot.

(e) Notice of the second el ection shall be given in accordance
with Chapter 4 except that a notice under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b)
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nmust be posted not later than the 15th day before el ection day.

(f) The tying candidates may agree to cast lots to resolve the
tie. The agreenment nust be filed with the authority responsible for
ordering the election. That authority or, if the authority is a
body, the body's presiding officer, shall supervise the casting of
| ots.

(g) A tying candidate may resolve the tie by filing with the
authority described by Subsection (f) a witten statenent of
wi t hdrawal signed and acknow edged by the candidate. On receipt of
the statenment of withdrawal, the remaining candidate is the w nner,
and a second el ection or casting of lots is not held.

(h) This section does not apply to elective offices of the
executive departnent specified by Article 1V, Section 1, of the Texas
Constitution.

(1) If the tie vote is not resolved under Subsection (f) or
(g), an automatic recount shall be conducted in accordance with
Chapter 216 before the second election is held. |[If the recount
resolves the tie, the second election is not held.

(j) If the recount does not resolve the tie, the tied
candi dat es may:

(1) <cast lots not later than the day before the date the
authority nust order the second el ection under Subsection (b); or

(2) wthdraw fromthe election not later than 5 p.m of the
day after the date the automatic recount is held.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2001, 77th Leg., ch. 851, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS, Ch. 708 (H. B. 88), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER B. RUNOFF ELECTI ON
Sec. 2.021. RUNOFF ELECTION REQU RED. If no candidate for a
particular office receives the vote necessary to be elected in an
election requiring a mgjority vote, a runoff election for that office
IS required.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.022. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW (a) Except as provided
by Subsection (b), a |law outside this subchapter supersedes this
subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

(b) Sections 2.023, 2.025, and 2.028 supersede a | aw outside
this subchapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Sec. 2.023. RUNOFF CANDI DATES. (a) Except as provided by
Subsections (b) and (c), the candidates in a runoff election are the
candi dates who recei ve the highest and second hi ghest nunber of votes
in the main election or who tie for the highest nunmber of votes.

(b) If nore than two candidates tie for the highest nunber of
votes in the main election, an automatic recount shall be conducted
in accordance with Chapter 216. If the recount does not resolve the
tie, the tied candidates shall cast lots to determ ne which two are
to be the runoff candi dates.

(c) If two or nore candidates tie for the second hi ghest nunber
of votes in the nmain election, an automatic recount shall be
conducted in accordance wth Chapter 216. |If the recount does not
resolve the tie, the tied candidates shall cast |lots to determ ne
whi ch one is to be the second candidate in the runoff el ection.

(d) The presiding officer of the final canvassing authority for
the el ection shall supervise the casting of |lots under this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.

Sec. 2.024. CORDERING RUNOFF. Not later than the fifth day
after the date the final canvass of the main election is conpleted,
the authority responsible for ordering the main el ection shall order
the runoff el ection.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.025. RUNOFF ELECTION DAY. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (d) or as otherw se provided by this code, a runoff
el ection shall be held on a Saturday designated by the secretary of
state.
(b) Repealed by Acts 2023, 88th Leg., R S., Ch. 799 (H B. 357
), Sec. 3, eff. Septenber 1, 2023.
(c) This section supersedes a |aw outside this subchapter to
the extent of a conflict notw thstandi ng Section 2.022.
(d) A runoff election for a special election to fill a vacancy
in Congress or a special election to fill a vacancy in the
| egi sl ature, except an election ordered as an energency el ection
under Section 41.0011 or an election held as an expedited el ection
under Section 203.013, shall be held not earlier than the 70th day or
|ater than the 77th day after the date the final canvass of the main
el ection is conpl et ed.
(e) A date designated by the secretary of state under this
section for a runoff election:
(1) nust be:
(A) not earlier than the 30th day after the date of the
mai n el ection; and
(B) not later than the 45th day after the date of the
mai n el ection; and
(2) may not:
(A) be a national or state holiday under Section
1.006(f); or
(B) have an early voting period that includes a
national or state holiday under Section 1.006(f).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 60, Sec. 2, eff. Cct. 20, 1987;
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 389, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 728, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 4, eff.
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Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 799 (H. B. 357), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 799 (H B. 357), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2023.

Sec. 2.026. NOTICE OF RUNOCFF. Notice of a runoff election
shal |l be given in accordance with Chapter 4 except that a notice
under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b) must be posted not later than the
15t h day before el ection day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.027. CERTIFI CATI ON OF RUNCFF CANDI DATES. The presiding
of ficer of the final canvassing authority shall certify in witing
for placenent on a runoff election ballot the nanmes of the runoff
candi dates and shall deliver the certification to the authority
responsi bl e for having the official ballot prepared.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 2.028. TIE VOTE IN RUNOFF. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (c), if the candidates in a runoff election tie, an
automati c recount shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 216.
| f the recount does not resolve the tie, the tied candi dates shal
cast lots to determ ne the w nner.

(b) The presiding officer of the final canvassing authority
shal | supervise the casting of lots under this section.

(c) A tying candidate may resolve the tie by filing with the
presiding officer of the final canvassing authority a witten
statenment of w thdrawal signed and sworn to by the candidate. |If the
statenent of wthdrawal is received before the automatic recount is
conducted, the remaining candidate is the winner, and the automatic
recount is not conducted. If the statenent of withdrawal is received
not later than 5 p.m the day after the date the automatic recount is
conducted, the remaining candidate is the winner, and a casting of
lots is not held.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 652, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 5, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER C. ELECTI ON OF UNOPPOSED CANDI DATE

Sec. 2.051. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) Except as
provi ded by Section 2.055, this subchapter applies only to an
el ection for officers of a political subdivision other than a county
in which wite-in votes may be counted only for names appearing on a
list of wite-in candidates and in which each candidate for an office
that is to appear on the ballot is unopposed, except as provi ded by
Subsection (b). For purposes of this section, a special election of
a political subdivision is considered to be a separate election with
a separate ballot from

(1) a general election for officers of the political
subdi vision held at the sanme tinme as the special election; or

(2) another special election of the political subdivision
held at the sane tinme as the special election.

(b) In the case of an election in which any nenbers of the
political subdivision' s governing body are elected fromterritorial
units such as single-nmenber districts, this subchapter applies to the
election in a particular territorial unit if each candidate for an
office that is to appear on the ballot in that territorial unit is
unopposed and no opposed at-large race is to appear on the ballot.
Thi s subchapter applies to an unopposed at-large race in such an
el ection regardl ess of whether an opposed race is to appear on the
ballot in a particular territorial unit.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1,
1997; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 17, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1061, Sec. 1; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316,
Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 200S3.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.01, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.
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Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 6, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg., RS., Ch. 349 (S.B. 1089), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2028.

Sec. 2.052. CERTIFI CATI ON OF UNOPPOSED STATUS. (a) The
authority responsible for having the official ballot prepared shal
certify in witing that a candidate is unopposed for election to an
office if, were the election held, only the votes cast for that
candidate in the election for that office nmay be count ed.

(b) The certification shall be delivered to the governing body
of the political subdivision as soon as possible after the filing
deadl i nes for placenent on the ballot and list of wite-in
candi dat es.

(c) Acertification my be nmade under Subsection (a) follow ng
the filing of a withdrawal request by a candidate after the deadline
prescri bed by Section 145.092 if:

(1) the withdrawal request is valid except for the untinely
filing;

(2) ballots for the election have not been prepared; and

(3) the conditions for certification under Subsection (a)
are otherw se net.

(d) A certification described by Subsection (c) shall be
delivered to the governing body of the political subdivision as soon
as possi bl e.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.02, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 1032 (H. B. 1661), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Sec. 2.053. ACTION ON CERTIFICATION. (a) On receipt of the
certification, the governing body of the political subdivision by
order or ordinance shall declare each unopposed candi date elected to
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the office. If no electionis to be held on election day by the
political subdivision, a copy of the order or ordinance shall be
posted on el ection day at each polling place used or that woul d have
been used in the el ection.

(b) If a declaration is nade under Subsection (a), the election
is not held.

(c) The ballots used at a separate election held at the sane
time as an election that woul d have been held if the candi dates were
not decl ared el ected under this section shall include the offices and
nanmes of the candi dates declared el ected under this section |isted
separately after the neasures or contested races in the separate
el ection under the headi ng "Unopposed Candi dates Decl ared El ected. "
The candi dates shall be grouped in the sane relative order prescribed
for the ballot generally. No votes are cast in connection with the
candi dat es.

(d) The secretary of state by rule may prescribe any additional
procedures necessary to accommodate a particular voting system or
ball ot style and to facilitate the efficient and cost-effective
i npl enentation of this section.

(e) Acertificate of election shall be issued to each candi date
in the sanme manner and at the sanme tine as provided for a candi date
el ected at the election. The candidate nmust qualify for the office
in the sane manner as provided for a candidate elected at the
el ecti on.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 667, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amrended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1
2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 3.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 2.055. SPECI AL ELECTION TO FILL VACANCY I N LEG SLATURE
(a) The secretary of state shall declare an unopposed candi date
elected to fill a vacancy in the legislature if:
(1) each candidate for an office that is to appear on the
bal | ot is unopposed; and
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(2) no proposition is to appear on the ballot.
(b) The declaration under Subsection (a) shall be nade on the
second day after:
(1) the last date an application for a place on the speci al
el ection ballot nmay be filed; or
(2) the date of a wthdrawal, death, or final judgnent of
ineligibility of a candidate that causes the remaining candidate to
be unopposed.
(c) After a declaration is made under Subsection (a), the
el ection is not held. A copy of the declaration shall be posted on
el ection day at each polling place that woul d have been used in the
el ecti on.
(d) At the sane tinme a declaration is made under Subsection
(a), the secretary of state shall issue a certificate of election to
each candidate in the sanme manner as provided for a candi date el ected
at the el ection.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 17, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.03, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 467 (H. B. 184), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER D. CANCELLATI ON OF ELECTI ONS

Sec. 2.081. CANCELLATION OF MOOT MEASURE. (a) |If an authority
that orders an election on a nmeasure determnes that the action to be
aut horized by the voters nay not be taken, regardl ess of the outcone
of the election, the authority may declare the neasure noot and
remove the nmeasure fromthe ballot.

(b) If a nmeasure is declared noot under this section and is
renoved fromthe ballot, the authority holding the el ection shal
post notice of the declaration during early voting by personal
appearance and on el ection day, at each polling place that would have
been used for the election on the neasure.

(c) A county election officer, as defined by Section 31.091,
may use a single conmbined notice of cancellation under Subsection (b)
for all authorities:

(1) for which the officer provides el ection services under
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contract; and
(2) that declare an el ection noot under Subsection (a).

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 4,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2009.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1107 (H B. 3157), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2015.

Sec. 2.082. SPECI FIC AUTHORI TY FOR CANCELLATI ON REQUI RED.  An
authority that orders an election may cancel the election only if the
power to cancel the election is specifically provided by statute.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 4,
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

CHAPTER 3. ORDERI NG ELECTI ON
Sec. 3.001. ORDER REQUI RED. Each general and special election
shal|l be ordered as provided by this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.002. CONFLICTS WTH OTHER LAW A law outside this
chapt er supersedes this chapter to the extent of any conflict.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.003. ELECTI ON ORDERED BY GOVERNCR. (a) The governor
shal | order
(1) each general election for officers of the state
government, nenbers of the United States Congress, and el ectors for
president and vice-president of the United States;
(2) each election on a proposed constitutional anendnent;
and
(3) each special election to fill a vacancy in the
| egi sl ature or in congress.
(b) The order shall be nmade by procl amation.
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(c) Not later than the 36th day before election day, a copy of
t he procl amation ordering an election shall be mailed to the county
judge of each county wholly or partly in the territory covered by the
el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.004. ELECTION OF PCLITICAL SUBDI VISION. (a) The
follow ng authority shall order an el ection:

(1) the county judge, for the general election for officers
of the county governnent;

(2) the mayor, for the general election for city officers
inacity with a population of 1.9 mllion or nore; and

(3) the governing body of a political subdivision, other
than a county or a city described by Subdivision (2), that has
el ective offices, for the general election for those officers.

(b) If alaw providing for an election relating to the affairs
of a political subdivision does not designate the authority
responsi bl e for ordering the election, the governing body of the
political subdivision shall order the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 340, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 3.005. TIME FOR ORDERI NG ELECTION. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsections (c) and (d), an election ordered by an
authority of a political subdivision shall be ordered not later than
the 62nd day before el ection day.

(b) This section supersedes a |aw outside this code to the
extent of any conflict.

(c) For an election to be held on a uniformelection date, the
el ection shall be ordered not |later than the 78th day before el ection
day.

(d) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an el ection under
Section 26.08, Tax Code, to ratify a tax rate adopted by the
governi ng body of a school district under Section 26.05(g) of that
code shall be ordered not later than the 30th day before el ection
day.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 925, Sec. 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1109 (H B. 2339), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1328 (H. B. 3646), Sec. 78, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1318 (S.B. 100), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 84 (S.B. 1703), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch
Sept enber 1, 2021.

711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 7, eff.

Sec. 3.006. CONTENTS OF ELECTION ORDER. In addition to any
other elenments required to be included in an el ection order by other
| aw, each election order nust state the date of the election and the
of fices or neasures to be voted on at the el ection.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.007. FAILURE TO OCRDER GENERAL ELECTION. Failure to
order a general election does not affect the validity of the
el ecti on.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 3.008. PRESERVATI ON OF ELECTION CRDER. (a) The authority
ordering an election shall preserve the order, proclamation, or other
docunent ordering the election for the period for preserving the
preci nct el ection records.

(b) For an election ordered by an authority of a political
subdi vi sion, the date and nature of each election shall be entered in
the official records of the political subdivision's governing body.
For an election on a neasure, the entry nust include a description of
t he neasure.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 3.009. CONTENTS OF DEBT OBLI GATI ON ELECTI ON ORDER. (&)
In this section, "debt obligation" neans an issued public security,
as defined by Section 1201. 002, Governnent Code, that is secured by
and payable fromad val oremtaxes. The term does not include public
securities that are designated as self-supporting by the political
subdi vi sion issuing the securities.

(b) The docunent ordering an election to authorize a political
subdi vision to i ssue debt obligations nust distinctly state:

(1) the proposition | anguage that will appear on the
bal | ot;

(2) the purpose for which the debt obligations are to be
aut hori zed;

(3) the principal amount of the debt obligations to be
aut hori zed;

(4) that taxes sufficient to pay the principal of and
interest on the debt obligations nmay be inposed,

(5) a statenment of the estimated tax rate if the debt
obligations are authorized or of the maxinuminterest rate of the
debt obligations or any series of the debt obligations, based on the
mar ket conditions at the tine of the election order;

(6) the maximum maturity date of the debt obligations to be
aut hori zed or that the debt obligations nay be issued to mature over
a specified nunber of years not to exceed the maxi mum nunber of years
aut hori zed by | aw,

(7) the aggregate anount of the outstanding principal of
the political subdivision' s debt obligations as of the date the
el ection is ordered;

(8) the aggregate anmount of the outstanding interest on
debt obligations of the political subdivision as of the date the
el ection is ordered, which may be based on the political
subdi vision's expectations relative to variable rate debt
obl i gations; and

(9) the ad val orem debt service tax rate for the politica
subdivision at the tine the election is ordered, expressed as an
amount per $100 val uation of taxable property.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 554 (S.B. 637), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.
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Amended by:
Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 728 (H.B. 477), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

CHAPTER 4. NOTI CE OF ELECTI ON
Sec. 4.001. NOTICE REQUI RED. Notice of each general and
speci al election shall be given as provided by this chapter.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.002. AUTHORI TY RESPONSI BLE FOR G VI NG NOTI CE. Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the follow ng authority shall give notice
of an el ection:

(1) the county judge of each county wholly or partly in the
territory covered by the election, for an el ection ordered by the
gover nor;

(2) the presiding officer of the governing body of a
political subdivision, for an election ordered by the presiding
of ficer or the governing body; and

(3) the authority ordering the election, for an election
ordered by any other authority.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.003. METHOD OF G VING NOTICE. (a) Except as provided
by Subsection (c), notice of an election nust be given by any one or
nore of the foll ow ng nethods:

(1) Dby publishing the notice at |east once, not earlier
than the 30th day or later than the 10th day before el ection day:

(A) in a newspaper published in the territory that is
covered by the election and is in the jurisdiction of the authority
responsi ble for giving the notice; or

(B) in a newspaper of general circulation in the
territory if none is published in the jurisdiction of the authority
responsi bl e for giving the notice;

(2) by posting, not later than the 21st day before el ection
day, a copy of the notice at a public place in each el ection precinct
that is in the jurisdiction of the authority responsible for giving
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the notice; or

(3) by mailing, not later than the 10th day before el ection
day, a copy of the notice to each registered voter of the territory
that is covered by the election and is in the jurisdiction of the
authority responsible for giving the notice.

(b) In addition to any other notice given for an el ection under
Subsection (a), not later than the 21st day before election day, a
county shall post a copy of a notice of the election given by the
county or provided to the county under Section 4.008(a), which nust
i nclude the | ocation of each polling place, on the county's Internet
website, if the county maintains a website. An authority responsible
for giving notice of an election may post a copy of the notice on the
bull etin board used for posting notices of the neetings of the
governi ng body of the political subdivision that the authority
serves. |If a county does not maintain a website, the authority
responsi ble for giving notice of the election shall post a copy of a
notice of the election on the bulletin board used for posting notices
of the nmeetings of the governing body of the political subdivision
that the authority serves. For each precinct that is conbined to
forma consolidated precinct under Section 42.008, not later than the
10t h day before election day, the authority shall also post, at the
polling place used in the preceding general election, notice of the
precinct's consolidation and the | ocation of the polling place in the
consol idated precinct. A notice posted under this subsection nust
remai n posted continuously through el ection day.

(c) In addition to any other notice given, notice of an
el ection ordered by the governor, by a county authority, or by an
authority of a city or school district nust be given by the nethod
prescri bed by Subsection (a)(1).

(d) If other |law prescribes the nmethod of giving notice of an
el ection, that |aw supersedes this section, except that Subsection
(c) applies regardless of the notice requirenents prescribed by other
law with respect to an el ection covered by that subsection.

(e) The authority responsible for giving notice of the el ection
shall deliver to the secretary of state a copy of the notice of a
consol i dated precinct required by Subsection (b) not later than the
date of the el ection.

(f) A debt obligation election order required under Section
3.009 shall be posted:

(1) on election day and during early voting by personal
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appearance, in a promnent |ocation at each polling place;

(2) not later than the 21st day before the election, in
three public places in the boundaries of the political subdivision
hol di ng the el ection; and

(3) during the 21 days before the election, on the
political subdivision's Internet website, prom nently and together
with the notice of the election, the contents of the proposition, and
any sanple ballot prepared for the election, if the political
subdi vi sion mai ntains an Internet website.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 479, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1989, 71st Leg., ch. 114, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 554 (S.B. 637), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 726 (H B. 440), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H B. 933), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch
Septenber 1, 2021.

711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 8, eff.

Sec. 4.004. CONTENTS OF NOTICE. (a) The notice of a general
or special election nmust state:
(1) the nature and date of the el ection;
(2) except as provided by Subsection (c), the location of
each polling place;
(3) the hours that the polls will be open;
(4) the Internet website of the authority conducting the
el ection; and
(5) any other information required by other |aw
(b) The notice of a special election nust also state each
office to be filled or the proposition stating each neasure to be
voted on. This subsection does not apply to an election on a
proposed constitutional anendnent.
(c) If notice of an election is given by posting the notice in
the various election precincts, the notice posted in a precinct is
not required to state the location of the polling places in other

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 29 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/html/SB00637F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/HB00440F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/HB00933F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB03107F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

precincts.

(d) If precincts are consolidated under Section 42.008, the
notice nust state which precincts have been conbined to form each
consolidated precinct in addition to the |ocations of the polling
pl aces in the consolidated precincts.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 479, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 1235 (S.B. 1970), Sec. 5, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 9, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 4.005. RECORD OF NOTICE. (a) |If notice of an election is
gi ven by publication, the authority responsible for giving the notice
shall retain a copy of the published notice that contains the nane of
t he newspaper and the date of publication.

(b) For each notice posted under Section 4.003(a)(2) or (b),

t he person posting the notice shall nmake a record at the tine of
posting stating the date and place of posting. The person shall sign
the record and deliver it to the authority responsible for giving the
el ection notice after the last posting is nmade.

(c) If notice of an election is given under Section
4.003(a)(3), the authority responsible for giving the notice shall:

(1) retain a copy of the notice and enter on the copy the
date or dates the mailing occurred; and

(2) prepare a list of the nanes and addresses of the
persons to whomthe notice was nail ed.

(d) The authority responsible for giving the election notice
shal |l preserve the records required by this section for the period
for preserving the precinct election records.

(e) |If other |law prescribes the nethod of preserving the notice
of an election, that |aw supersedes this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.01, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.
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Sec. 4.006. FAILURE TO G VE NOTI CE OF GENERAL ELECTI ON
Failure to give notice of a general election does not affect the
validity of the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.007. NOTICE TO ELECTION JUDGE. Not |ater than the 15th

day before election day or the seventh day after the date the
el ection is ordered, whichever is later, the authority responsible
for giving notice of the election shall deliver to the presiding
j udge of each election precinct in which the election is to be held
in the authority's jurisdiction a witten notice of:

(1) the nature and date of the el ection;

(2) the location of the polling place for the precinct
served by the judge;

(3) the hours that the polls will be open;

(4) the judge's duty to hold the election in the precinct
specified by the notice; and

(5) the maxi mum nunber of clerks that the judge nmay appoi nt
for the election.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 4.008. NOTICE TO COUNTY CLERK. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the governing body of a political subdivision, other
than a county, that orders an election shall deliver notice of the
el ection, including the |Iocation of each polling place, to the county
clerk and voter registrar of each county in which the politica
subdivision is located not later than the 60th day before el ection
day. The county clerk shall post notice of the election, including
the location of each polling place, on the county's Internet website,
if the county maintains a website, as provided by Section 4.003(b).

(b) The governing body of a school district that orders an
el ection under Section 26.08, Tax Code, to ratify an ad val oremtax
rate adopted by the governing body under Section 26.05(g) of that
code shall deliver notice of the election to the county clerk of each
county in which the school district is |located not later than the
30th day before el ection day.
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Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.05, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2005.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S., Ch. 1328 (H. B. 3646), Sec. 79, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S., Ch. 1052 (H. B. 933), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

, Ch. 195 (H.B. 3062), Sec. 1, eff.

Sec. 4.009. |INTERNET POSTING. (a) Not later than the 21st day
before election day, a county that holds or provides el ection
services for an election and nmaintains an Internet website shall post
on its public Internet website for an election of public officials or
of a governnental entity authorized by law to i npose a tax
adm ni stered by the county:

(1) the date of the election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

(3) each candidate for an elected office on the ballot; and
(4) each neasure on the ballot.

(b) Not later than the 21st day before election day, a city or
i ndependent school district that holds an el ection and maintains an
I nternet website shall post on the public Internet website for the
city or independent school district, as applicable:

(1) the date of the next election;

(2) the location of each polling place;

(3) each candidate for an elected office on the ballot; and
(4) each neasure on the ballot.

Added by Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S., Ch. 436 (S.B. 1116), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

TITLE 2. VOTER QUALI FI CATI ONS AND REGQ STRATI ON
CHAPTER 11. QUALI FI CATI ONS AND REQUI REMENTS FOR VOTI NG
Sec. 11.001. ELIGBILITY TO VOTE. (a) Except as otherw se
provided by law, to be eligible to vote in an election in this state,
a person nust:
(1) be a qualified voter as defined by Section 11.002 on
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the day the person offers to vote;

(2) be aresident of the territory covered by the el ection
for the office or nmeasure on which the person desires to vote; and

(3) satisfy all other requirenents for voting prescribed by
| aw for the particul ar election.

(b) For a person who resides on property located in nore than

one territory described by Subsection (a)(2), the person shall choose
in which territory the residence of the person is |ocated.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1107 (H B. 2309), Sec. 1.06, eff.
Septenber 1, 2005.

Sec. 11.002. QUALIFIED VOTER. (a) In this code, "qualified
voter" means a person who:
(1) is 18 years of age or ol der;
(2) is aUnited States citizen;
(3) has not been determ ned by a final judgnent of a court
exercising probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nmentally incapacitated wi thout the right
to vote;
(4) has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, has:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se released fromthe
resulting disability to vote;
(5) is aresident of this state; and
(6) is a registered voter.
(b) For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not
considered to have been finally convicted of an offense for which the
crimnal proceedings are deferred without an adjudication of guilt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.01, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th
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Leg., ch. 850, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 22, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 744 (H B. 1226), Sec. 1, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Sec. 11.003. PLACE FOR VOTI NG  Except as ot herw se provi ded by
this code, a person may vote only in the election precinct in which
t he person resides.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 11.004. VOTING I N PRECI NCT OF FORVMER RESI DENCE. A
regi stered voter who changes residence to another el ection precinct
in the sane county, if otherwise eligible, may vote a full ballot in
the el ection precinct of former residence until the voter's
regi stration beconmes effective in the new precinct if the voter
satisfies the residence requirenments prescribed by Section 63.0011
and submts a statenent of residence in accordance with that section

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 11.005. EFFECT OF VOTE BY VOTER REG STERED I N WRONG
PRECINCT. |If a voter who is erroneously registered in an el ection
precinct in which the voter does not reside is permtted to vote by
an election officer who does not know of the erroneous registration,
the votes for the offices and nmeasures on which the voter would have
been eligible to vote in the voter's precinct of residence are valid
unl ess the voter intentionally gave false information to procure the
erroneous registration.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
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CHAPTER 12. VOTER REQ STRAR
SUBCHAPTER A. VOTER REG STRAR
Sec. 12.001. DESIGNATION OF VOTER REA STRAR.  The county tax
assessor-col lector is the voter registrar for the county unless the
position of county elections admnistrator is created or the county
clerk is designated as the voter registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.002. ADM NI STRATI ON OF QATHS. The regi strar my
adm nister and certify an oath under the seal of office if the oath
is required in connection with the registrar's responsibilities under
t hi s code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.003. FEES PROH BI TED. The registrar may not charge a
fee for performng a function in connection with voter registration
unl ess expressly authorized to do so by | aw.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.004. OFFICE HOURS. (a) The registrar shall conduct
voter registration activities at all tines during regular office
hours.

(b) The registrar may keep the office open for voter
registration activities at tines other than regul ar office hours.
The regi strar shall post notice of the irregular days and hours the
office will be open. The notice nmust remain posted continuously at
each entrance to the registrar's office for the period begi nning not
|ater than the third day before the day the office is to be open
during irregular hours and ending after the last tinme specified in
the notice for the office to be open.

(c) The registrar's office shall remain open for voter
registration activities during the hours the polls are required to be
open for voting on the date of any general or primary election in
whi ch a statew de office appears on the ballot or any other election
held in the county on a uniform el ection date.
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(d) If early voting by personal appearance is required to be
conducted for extended hours under Section 85.005(c) or for weekend
hours under Section 85.006(e), the registrar's office shall remain
open for providing voter registration information during the extended
hours or weekend hours that the main early voting polling place is
open for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 12.005. BRANCH OFFICES. The registrar may establish one
or nore branch offices in the county to conduct voter registration
activities for the convenience of persons desiring to register. A
branch office may be tenporary or pernmanent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.006. REGULAR DEPUTY REG STRARS. (a) The registrar may
appoint one or nore deputy registrars to assist in the registration
of voters, subject to Subsection (e).

(b) In this code, "regular deputy registrar"” nmeans a deputy
regi strar appoi nted under this section.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), a regular deputy
regi strar has the sane authority as the registrar, subject to the
regi strar's supervision.

(d) A regular deputy registrar may not hear or determne a
chal I enge under this title.

(e) To be eligible for appointnent as a regul ar deputy
regi strar under this section, a person nust neet the requirenents to
be a qualified voter under Section 11.002 except that the person is
not required to be a registered voter.

(f) A regular deputy registrar may not assist in the
registration of voters until the deputy registrar has conpl eted
trai ning devel oped under Section 13.047. At the tinme of appointnent,
the voter registrar shall provide information about the tinmes and
pl aces at which training is offered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 22.001(13),
ef f. Septenber 1, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER B. COUNTY CLERK AS VOTER REG STRAR
Sec. 12.031. DESI GNATI ON OF COUNTY CLERK AS VOTER REQ STRAR
The conmm ssioners court by witten order nmay designate the county
clerk as the voter registrar for the county if the county clerk and
county tax assessor-collector agree to the designation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 12.032. DESIGNATION OCRDER. (a) The order designating the
county clerk as the voter registrar nust state the effective date of
the transfer of voter registration duties and functions to the county
cl erk.

(b) The county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the
order to the secretary of state not later than the third day after
the date the order is adopted.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Sec. 12.033. APPROPRI ATI ON BY COW SSI ONERS COURT. The anount
initially appropriated by the comm ssioners court for the voter
regi stration activities of the county clerk may not be | ess than the
anount | ast appropriated to the county's voter registrar for the sane
pur pose.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 12.034. RESCI SSION OF DESI GNATI ON ORDER. (a) The
conmi ssioners court by witten order may rescind the order
designating the county clerk as the voter registrar at any tinme after
two years have el apsed fromthe date the order was adopted, to becone
effective on a date stated in the order.

(b) Not later than the third day after the date the rescission
order is adopted, the county clerk shall deliver a certified copy of
the order to the secretary of state.

(c) On the effective date of the rescission, the county tax
assessor-col lector is the voter registrar for the county unless the
position of county elections adm nistrator is created.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., RS., Ch. 338 (S.B. 893), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2019.

CHAPTER 13. APPLI CATI ON FOR REG STRATION;, | NI TI AL REG STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. ELIG BILITY; MANNER OF APPLYI NG FOR REG STRATI ON
Sec. 13.001. ELIGBILITY FOR REG STRATION. (a) To be eligible
for registration as a voter in this state, a person nust:
(1) be 18 years of age or ol der;
(2) be a United States citizen;
(3) not have been determned by a final judgnent of a court
exerci sing probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally nentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nentally incapacitated w thout the right
to vote;
(4) not have been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, nust have:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe
resulting disability to vote; and
(5) be a resident of the county in which application for
registration is nade.
(b) To be eligible to apply for registration, a person nust, on
the date the registration application is submtted to the registrar,
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be at least 17 years and 10 nont hs of age and satisfy the
requi renents of Subsection (a) except for age.

(c) For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not
considered to have been finally convicted of an offense for which the
crimnal proceedings are deferred without an adjudication of guilt.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.02, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1993,
73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ch. 850, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 614 (H B. 417), Sec. 23, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., RS., Ch. 744 (H B. 1226), Sec. 2, eff.
June 17, 2011.

Sec. 13.002. APPLICATION REQU RED. (a) A person desiring to
register to vote nmust submt an application to the registrar of the
county in which the person resides. Except as provided by Subsection
(e), an application nust be submtted by personal delivery, by mail,
or by tel ephonic facsimle nmachine in accordance with Sections
13. 143(d) and (d-2).

(b) A registration application nmust be in witing and signed by
t he appli cant.

(c) A registration application nust include:

(1) the applicant's first nane, mddle nanme, if any, |ast
name, and former name, if any;
(2) the nonth, day, and year of the applicant's birth;
(3) a statenent that the applicant is a United States
citizen;
(4) a statenent that the applicant is a resident of the
county;
(5) a statenent that the applicant has not been determ ned
by a final judgnment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be:
(A) totally mentally incapacitated; or
(B) partially nmentally incapacitated wi thout the right
to vote;
(6) a statenent that the applicant has not been finally
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convicted of a felony or that the applicant is a felon eligible for
regi stration under Section 13.001;

(7) the applicant's residence address or, if the residence
has no address, the address at which the applicant receives mail and
a conci se description of the | ocation of the applicant's residence;

(8 the followi ng information:

(A) the applicant's Texas driver's |icense nunber or
t he nunber of a personal identification card issued by the Departnent
of Public Safety;

(B) if the applicant has not been issued a nunber
descri bed by Paragraph (A), the last four digits of the applicant's
soci al security nunber; or

(C a statenment by the applicant that the applicant has
not been issued a nunber described by Paragraph (A) or (B);

(9) if the application is nmade by an agent, a statenent of
the agent's relationship to the applicant; and

(10) the city and county in which the applicant fornmerly
resi ded.

(c-1) The information required under Subsections (c)(3), (4),
(5), (6), and (8) nust be supplied by the person desiring to register
to vote.

(d) The omi ssion of the applicant's mddle or former nane under
Subsection (c)(1) or the applicant's zip code under Subsection (c)(7)
does not affect the validity of a registration application, and the
regi strar may not reject the application because of that om ssion.

(e) A person who is certified for participation in the address
confidentiality program adm nistered by the attorney general under
Subchapter B, Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure, is not eligible
for early voting by mail under Section 82.007 unless the person
submts an application under this section by personal delivery. The
secretary of state may adopt rules to inplenent this subsection

(f) Instead of the statenent required by Subsection (c)(5), an
applicant who has been determned to be partially nentally
i ncapacitated wi thout the right to vote by a court and who is
eligible to register because of Section 1.020(b) shall include in the
application a statenent that the person's guardi anshi p has been
nodi fied to include the right to vote or the person's nental capacity
has been conpletely restored, as applicable, by a final judgnent of a
court.

(g) Instead of the statenent required by Subsection (c)(5), an
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appl i cant who has been determned to be totally nentally
incapacitated by a court and who is eligible to register because of
Section 1.020(a) shall include in the application a statenent that
the person's nmental capacity has been conpletely restored by a final
j udgnment of a court.

(h) The subm ssion of a federal postcard application
constitutes an application for registration under this section at the
voting residence address stated on the application. This subsection
does not apply to a person who indicates on the person's federal
postcard application that the person is residing outside the United
States indefinitely. The secretary of state shall prescribe rules to
i npl enment this subsection, including:

(1) rules providing directions to court clerks regarding
the inclusion on jury lists of persons who submt federal postcard
applications; and

(2) rules relating to whether a person who submts a
federal postcard application is to be considered a registered voter
of the applicable authority for the purposes of determ ning the
nunber of signatures required on a petition.

(i) An applicant who w shes to receive an exenption fromthe
requi renents of Section 63.001(b) on the basis of disability nust
submi t:

(1) witten docunentation

(A) fromthe United States Social Security
Adm ni stration evidencing the applicant has been determ ned to have a
disability; or

(B) fromthe United States Departnent of Veterans
Affairs evidencing the applicant has a disability rating of at | east
50 percent; and

(2) a statenent in a formprescribed by the secretary of
state that the applicant does not have a formof identification
accept abl e under Section 63.0101.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1987,
70th Leg., ch. 920, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1989, 71st

Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 7.02, eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg.,

ch. 916, Sec. 30(c), eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch.
390, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec.
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2, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 1, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1,
2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1049 (H. B. 1268), Sec. 1, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S.,
15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
eff. Septenber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
June 19, 20009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2012,

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
January 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.01, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

614 (H. B. 417), Sec. 24, eff.
1295 (S.B. 74), Sec. 4, eff. June
87 (S.B. 1969), Sec. 27.001(11),
91 (H.B. 536), Sec. 1, eff.

632 (H. B. 1448), Sec. 1, eff.

123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 1, eff.

1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 2, eff.

469 (H. B. 4173), Sec. 2.25, eff.

& 8 & 8 &8 8 & 8 9

711 (H.B. 3107), Sec. 10, eff.

Sec. 13.0021. ADDI TI ONAL REG STRATI ON | NFORMVATI ON FROM CERTAI N
FEDERAL AND STATE JUDGES, FEDERAL OFFI Cl ALS, AND FAM LY MEMBERS. (a)
In this section, "famly nmenber" has the neani ng assigned by Section
31. 006, Fi nance Code.

(b) If the registration applicant is a federal judge, including
a federal bankruptcy judge, a state judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a famly nenber
of a state judge, a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, or a United
States attorney, the registrar of the county shall omt the
applicant's residence address fromthe registration |ist.
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Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 594 (H. B. 41), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2019.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2021.

465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 1, eff.
1259 (H B. 559), Sec. 1, eff.
190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 20, eff.
190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 21, eff.

1146 (H B. 2910), Sec. 10, eff.

S 8 8 8 8 87

383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 1, eff.

Sec. 13.003. APPLICATION BY AGENT. (a) An applicant may
appoint, either orally or in witing, an agent to performone or nore
of the follow ng acts for the applicant:

(1) conplete and sign a registration application;

(2) submt an application;

(3) act on the applicant's behalf in the process of
approving the application, including a challenge of the applicant;

(4) receive a registration certificate in person; and

(5) submt a notice or other applicable docunent for
correcting registration information.

(b) To be eligible for appoi ntnent as an agent, a person nust:

(1) be the applicant's spouse, parent, or child; and
(2) be a qualified voter of the county or have submtted a
regi stration application and be otherwise eligible to vote.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 13.004. RECORDI NG AND DI SCLOSURE OF CERTAI N | NFORMATI ON BY
REG STRAR. (a) The registrar may not transcribe, copy, or otherw se
record a tel ephone nunber furnished on a registration application.

(b) The registrar may transcribe, copy, or otherwi se record a
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soci al security nunber furnished on a registration application only
in maintaining the accuracy of the registration records.

Text of subsection effective until January 1, 2025
(c) The following information furnished on a registration
application is confidential and does not constitute public
information for purposes of Chapter 552, CGovernnent Code:

(1) a social security nunber;

(2) a Texas driver's |license nunber

(3) a nunmber of a personal identification card issued by
t he Departnent of Public Safety;

(4) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a
mar shal of the United States Marshals Service, a United States
attorney, or a state judge, a famly nenber of a federal judge,

i ncluding a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States
Marshal s Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge, the
spouse of a peace officer as defined by Article 2.12, Code of
Crimnal Procedure, or an individual to whom Section 552. 1175,
Government Code, or Section 521.1211, Transportation Code, applies
and the applicant:

(A) included an affidavit with the registration
application describing the applicant's status under this subdivision,
if the applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a United
States attorney, or a state judge or a famly nmenber of a federal
judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge;

(B) provided the registrar with an affidavit descri bing
the applicant's status under this subdivision, if the applicant is a
federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the
United States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state
judge or a famly nenber of a federal judge, including a federal
bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a
United States attorney, or a state judge; or

(C provided the registrar with a conpleted form
approved by the secretary of state for the purpose of notifying the
regi strar of the applicant's status under this subdivision;

(5) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof famly violence as defined by
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Section 71.004, Fam |y Code, who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under Chapter
85, Famly Code, or a nmmgistrate's order for enmergency protection
i ssued under Article 17.292, Code of Crim nal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof fam |y viol ence;

(6) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under
Subchapter A or B, Chapter 7B, Code of Crim nal Procedure, or a
magi strate's order for enmergency protection issued under Article
17.292, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons;

(7) the residence address of the applicant, if the
appl i cant:

(A) is a participant in the address confidentiality
program adm ni stered by the attorney general under Subchapter B
Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure; and

(B) provided the registrar with proof of certification
under Article 58.059, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(8) the tel ephone nunber of any applicant submtting
docunent ati on under Subdivision (4), (5), (6), or (7).

Text of subsection effective on January 1, 2025
(c) The following information furnished on a registration
application is confidential and does not constitute public
information for purposes of Chapter 552, CGovernment Code:

(1) a social security nunber;

(2) a Texas driver's |license nunber;

(3) a nunber of a personal identification card issued by
the Departnent of Public Safety;

(4) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a
mar shal of the United States Marshals Service, a United States
attorney, or a state judge, a famly nenber of a federal judge,
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i ncluding a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United States
Marshal s Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge, the
spouse of a peace officer as defined by Article 2A 001, Code of

Crim nal Procedure, or an individual to whom Section 552.1175,
Government Code, or Section 521.1211, Transportation Code, applies
and the applicant:

(A) included an affidavit with the registration
application describing the applicant's status under this subdivision,
if the applicant is a federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy
judge, a marshal of the United States Marshals Service, a United
States attorney, or a state judge or a famly nenber of a federal
judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the United
States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state judge;

(B) provided the registrar with an affidavit describing
the applicant's status under this subdivision, if the applicant is a
federal judge, including a federal bankruptcy judge, a marshal of the
United States Marshals Service, a United States attorney, or a state
judge or a famly nenber of a federal judge, including a federal
bankruptcy judge, a narshal of the United States Marshals Service, a
United States attorney, or a state judge; or

(C provided the registrar with a conpleted form
approved by the secretary of state for the purpose of notifying the
regi strar of the applicant's status under this subdivision;

(5) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof famly violence as defined by
Section 71.004, Fam |y Code, who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under Chapter
85, Famly Code, or a mmgistrate's order for enmergency protection
i ssued under Article 17.292, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof famly viol ence;

(6) the residence address of the applicant, if the
applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in the
applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons who provided the registrar wth:

(A) a copy of a protective order issued under
Subchapter A or B, Chapter 7B, Code of Crimnal Procedure, or a
magi strate's order for enmergency protection issued under Article
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17.292, Code of Crim nal Procedure; or

(B) other independent docunentary evidence necessary to
show that the applicant, the applicant's child, or another person in
the applicant's household is a victimof sexual assault or abuse,
stal king, or trafficking of persons;

(7) the residence address of the applicant, if the
appl i cant:

(A) is a participant in the address confidentiality
program adm ni stered by the attorney general under Subchapter B
Chapter 58, Code of Crimnal Procedure; and

(B) provided the registrar with proof of certification
under Article 58.059, Code of Crimnal Procedure; or

(8) the tel ephone nunber of any applicant submtting
docunent ati on under Subdivision (4), (5), (6), or (7).

(c-1) The registrar shall ensure that the information listed in
Subsection (c) is excluded from disclosure, except that the registrar
shall forward to the county chair of each county executive conmmttee
the informati on necessary to contact applicants who indicate interest
in working as an el ection judge.

(d) The voter registrar or other county official who has access
to the information furnished on a registration application nay not
post the followi ng informati on on a website:

(1) a tel ephone nunber;

(2) a social security nunber;

(3) a driver's |license nunber or a nunber of a personal
identification card;

(4) a date of birth; or

(5) the residence address of a voter who submts
docunent ati on under Subsection (c)(4), (5), (6), or (7) to the voter
regi strar or regarding whomthe registrar has received notification
under Section 15.0215.

(e) Docunentation submtted under Subsection (c)(4), (5), (6),
or (7) shall be retained on file with the voter registration
appl i cation.

(f) In this section, "famly nenber" has the neani ng assigned
by Section 31.006, Finance Code.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 606, Sec. 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
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Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg.
1, 2006.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg.
June 14, 2013.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
19, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2017.

Acts 2017, 85th Leg.
June 12, 2017.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
January 1, 2021

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
June 7, 20109.

Acts 2019, 86th Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2019.

R S
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Reenact ed and amended by Acts 2021,
1134), Sec. 2, eff. Septenber

Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg.
Sept enber 1, 2021.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg.
January 1, 2025.

Acts 2023, 88th Leg.
Septenber 1, 2023.

R S

R S

R S

R S

R S

1

487 (H. B. 345), Sec. 1, eff. June 17,
487 (H. B. 345), Sec. 2, eff. June 17,
1049 (H B. 1268), Sec. 2, eff. January
Ch. 594 (H.B. 41), Sec. eff.
Ch. 465 (S.B. 281), Sec. 2, eff.
Ch. 937 (H B. 1632), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 41 (S.B. 256), Sec. eff. My
Ch. 462 (H B. 2015), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 713 (H B. 4034), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 469 (H.B. 4173), Sec. 2.26, eff.
Ch. 489 (H B. 3100), Sec. 1, eff.
Ch. 1146 (H. B. 2910), Sec. 2, eff.
87th Leg., RS., Ch. 383 (S.B
2021.
Ch. 383 (S.B. 1134), Sec. 3, eff.
Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 11, eff.
Ch. 915 (H B. 3607), Sec. 6.001, eff.
Ch. 765 (H. B. 4504), Sec. 2.045, eff.
Ch. 768 (H. B. 4595), Sec. 7.001, eff.
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Sec. 13.005. UNLAWFULLY ACTING AS AGENT. (a) A person conmts
an offense if the person acts as an agent for an applicant but is not
eligible for appointment as an agent under Section 13.003(b).

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass B m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.006. PURPORTEDLY ACTI NG AS AGENT. (a) A person
commts an offense if the person purports to act as an agent in
applying for registration or in signing a registration application at
a tinme when the person:

(1) is not an agent of the applicant under Section
13.003(a); and

(2) is not eligible for appointnment under Section 13.003(b)
as the agent of the person for whomthe person purports to act.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degr ee.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.007. FALSE STATEMENT ON APPLI CATION. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person knowi ngly or intentionally:

(1) nakes a false statenent; or

(2) requests, comands, coerces, or attenpts to induce
anot her person to nake a fal se statenent on a registration
appl i cation.

(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor,
except that an offense under this section is a state jail felony if
t he person:

(1) directly or through a third party offers or provides
conpensati on or other benefit to a person for activity described by
Subsection (a); or

(2) solicits, receives, or accepts conpensation or other
benefit for an activity described by Subsection (a).

(c) If conduct that constitutes an offense under this section
al so constitutes an of fense under another |aw, the actor may be
prosecuted under this section, the other |law, or both.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., 2nd CS., Ch. 1 (S.B. 1), Sec. 2.02, eff.
Decenber 2, 2021

Sec. 13.008. PERFORMANCE- BASED COMPENSATI ON FOR REGQ STERI NG
VOTERS PROHI BI TED. (a) A person commits an offense if the person:
(1) conpensates anot her person based on the nunber of voter
regi strations that the other person successfully facilitates;
(2) presents another person with a quota of voter
registrations to facilitate as a condition of paynent or enploynent;
(3) engages in another practice that causes anot her
person's conpensation from or enploynent status with the person to be
dependent on the nunber of voter registrations that the other person
facilitates; or
(4) accepts conpensation for an activity described by
Subdivision (1), (2), or (3).
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor.
(c) An officer, director, or other agent of an entity that
commts an offense under this section is punishable for the offense.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H B. 2194), Sec. 2,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2011

SUBCHAPTER B. VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REG STRARS; HI GH SCHOOL DEPUTY
REQ STRARS
Sec. 13.031. APPO NTMENT; TERM (a) To encourage voter
registration, the registrar shall appoint as deputy registrars
persons who vol unteer to serve
(b) In this code, "volunteer deputy registrar” means a deputy
regi strar appoi nted under this section.
(c) Volunteer deputy registrars serve for terns expiring
Decenber 31 of even-nunbered years.
(d) To be eligible for appoi ntnent as a vol unteer deputy
regi strar, a person nust:
(1) be 18 years of age or ol der

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - 50 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/872/billtext/html/SB00001F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/HB02194F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

(2) not have been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convi cted, nust have:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including
any termof incarceration, parole, or supervision, or conpleted a
period of probation ordered by any court; or
(B) been pardoned or otherw se rel eased fromthe
resulting disability to vote;
(3) neet the requirenents to be a qualified voter under
Section 11.002 except that the person is not required to be a
regi stered voter; and
(4) not have been finally convicted of an of fense under
Section 32.51, Penal Code.

(e) A volunteer deputy registrar appointed under this section
may not receive another person's registration application until the
deputy registrar has conpleted training devel oped under Section
13.047. At the tine of appointnent, the voter registrar shal
provi de informati on about the tinmes and places at which training is
of fered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S.,
Sept enber 1, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R S.,
Septenber 1, 2013.

307 (H. B. 488), Sec. 1, eff.
507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 2, eff.
1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 3, eff.

1164 (H B. 2817), Sec. 2, eff.

S 8 & 2 ¢

161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.001, eff.

Sec. 13.032. PROH BI TION ON REFUSI NG TO APPO NT. A registrar
may not refuse to appoint as a volunteer deputy registrar:
(1) a person eligible for appoi ntment under Section
13.031(d); or
(2) any person on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, or
nati onal origin or ancestry.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Amended by:
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., RS., Ch. 307 (H B. 488), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2009.

Sec. 13.033. CERTIFI CATE OF APPO NTMENT. (a) A person
desiring to serve as a volunteer deputy registrar must request
appoi ntment by the registrar in person or by mail.
(b) If a person is to be appointed, the registrar shall prepare
a certificate of appointnment in duplicate containing:
(1) the date of appointnent;

(2) the statenent: "I, , Voter Registrar for
County, do hereby appoint as a vol unt eer
deputy registrar for County.";

(3) the person's residence address;
(4) the person's voter registration nunber, if any;
(5) a statement that the termof the appointnment expires
Decenber 31 of an even-nunbered year; and
(6) a statenent that the appointnment term nates on the
person's final conviction for an offense for failure to deliver a
regi stration application and nmay term nate on the registrar's
determ nation that the person failed to adequately review a
regi stration application, intentionally destroyed or physically
altered a registration application, or engaged in any other activity
that conflicts with the responsibilities of a volunteer deputy
regi strar under this chapter
(c) The registrar shall sign the certificate and issue the
original to the appointee, who shall sign it on receipt.
(d) A volunteer deputy shall present the certificate as
identification to an applicant for registration, on request, when
receiving the application for delivery to the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., RS., Ch. 1003 (H B. 621), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.034. ACTIVE APPO NTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar shal
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maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of appoi ntnent
of the volunteer deputy registrars whose appoi ntnents are effective.
(b) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by deputy name on a countyw de basi s.
(c) Each certificate shall be retained on file during the tine
t he appointnent is effective.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.035. | NACTIVE APPO NTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar
shall maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of
appoi ntment of the volunteer deputy registrars whose appoi ntnents
have been term nated.

(b) The registrar shall enter the date of and reason for
termnation on each duplicate certificate.

(c) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by deputy nanme on a countyw de basi s.

(d) Each certificate shall be retained on file for tw years
after the date of term nation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.036. TERM NATI ON OF APPO NTMENT. (a) An appoi nt nent
as a volunteer deputy registrar is termnated on:
(1) the expiration of the volunteer deputy's term of
appoi nt nent; or
(2) the final conviction of the volunteer deputy for an
of fense prescribed by Section 13.008 or 13.043.
(b) The registrar may term nate the appoi ntnent of a vol unteer
deputy registrar on a determ nation by the registrar that the
vol unt eer deputy:
(1) failed to adequately review a registration application
as required by Section 13.039;
(2) intentionally destroyed or physically altered a
regi stration application; or
(3) engaged in any other activity that conflicts with the
responsibilities of a volunteer deputy registrar under this chapter.
(c) Imediately on the termi nation of an appoi ntnent, the
registrar shall deliver witten notice of the termnation to the
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vol unteer deputy, directing the deputy:

(1) to stop activity as a volunteer deputy registrar
i medi ately; and

(2) to deliver the certificate of appointnent, receipt
forms, and registration applications and receipts in the vol unteer
deputy's possession to the registrar not |ater than the second day
after the date the deputy receives the term nation notice.

(d) The registrar shall reject all registration applications
recei ved by a person purporting to act as a vol unteer deputy
registrar after the person's appointnent is term nated.

(e) The registrar may not reappoint a person whose appoi nt nment
as a volunteer deputy registrar is term nated under Subsection

(a)(2).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 1002 (H. B. 2194), Sec. 4, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1003 (H. B. 621), Sec. 2, eff.
Septenber 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.037. COVPENSATION, BOND. (a) A person may not
recei ve conpensation fromthe county for service as a vol unteer
deputy registrar unl ess conpensation is authorized by the
conmi Ssi oners court.

(b) An unpaid volunteer deputy is not required to give a bond
in connection with the deputy's service.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 13.038. PONERS GENERALLY. A volunteer deputy registrar
may distribute voter registration application forns throughout the
county and receive registration applications submtted to the deputy
i n person.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Statute text rendered on: 11/2/2023 - b4 -


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/HB02194F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB00621F.HTM

ELECTI ON CODE

Sec. 13.039. REVIEWOF APPLICATION. (a) On receipt of a
regi stration application, a volunteer deputy registrar shall review
it for conpleteness in the applicant's presence.

(b) If the application does not contain all the required
information and the required signature, the volunteer deputy shal
return the application to the applicant for conpletion and
resubm ssi on

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.040. |SSUANCE OF RECEIPT. (a) On receipt of a
conpl eted registration application, a volunteer deputy registrar
shall prepare a receipt in duplicate on a formfurnished by the
regi strar.

(b) The receipt nust contain:

(1) the nanme of the applicant and, if applicable, the nanme
of the applicant's agent; and

(2) the date the conpleted application is submtted to the
vol unt eer deputy.

(c) The volunteer deputy shall sign the receipt in the
applicant's presence and shall give the original to the applicant.

(d) The volunteer deputy shall deliver the duplicate receipt to
the registrar with the registration application. The registrar shal
retain the receipt on file with the application.

(e) The secretary of state may prescribe a procedure that is an
alternative to the procedure prescribed by this section that wll
ensure the accountability of the registration applications.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.041. EFFECT OF SUBM SSI ON OF APPLI CATION. The date of
submi ssion of a conpleted registration application to a vol unteer
deputy registrar is considered to be the date of subm ssion to the
regi strar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration only.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 13.042. DELIVERY OF APPLI CATION TO REG@ STRAR. (a) A
vol unteer deputy registrar shall deliver in person, or by persona
delivery through anot her designated vol unteer deputy, to the
regi strar each conpleted voter registration application submtted to
t he deputy, as provided by this section. The secretary of state
shal | prescribe any procedures necessary to ensure the proper and
tinmely delivery of conpleted applications that are not delivered in
person by the vol unteer deputy who receives them

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an application shal
be delivered to the registrar not later than 5 p.m of the fifth day
after the date the application is submtted to the volunteer deputy
regi strar.

(c) An application submtted after the 34th day before the date
of an election and on or before the |ast day for a person to tinely
submt a registration application for that election as provided by
Section 13.143 shall be delivered not later than 5 p.m of the next
regul ar business day after the date to tinmely submt a registration
application for that election as provided by Section 13.143.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., RS., Ch. 162 (H B. 2324), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2017.

Sec. 13.043. FAILURE TO DELI VER APPLI CATION. (a) A volunteer
deputy registrar commts an offense if the deputy fails to conply
wi th Section 13.042.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under this
section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

(c) An offense under this section is a Cass A m sdeneanor if
the deputy's failure to conply is intentional

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.044. PURPORTEDLY ACTI NG AS VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REQ STRAR
(a) A person conmts an offense if the person purports to act as a
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vol unteer deputy regi strar when the person does not have an effective
appoi ntment as a vol unteer deputy registrar.
(b) An offense under this section is a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.045. ACTIVITY ON GOVERNVENTAL PREM SES. Except as
ot herwi se provided by law, the chief executive of a state agency with
approval of the agency's governing body, if any, the chief executive
of a departnment of a city with approval of the city's governing body,
or a county officer may permt an officer or enployee under the chief
executive's or officer's supervision who is a volunteer deputy
registrar to engage in official registration activities during
wor ki ng hours on the prem ses under the chief executive's or
officer's control

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.046. H GH SCHOOL DEPUTY REG STRARS. (a) Each
principal of a public or private high school or the principal's
desi gnee shall serve as a deputy registrar for the county in which
t he school is |ocated.

(b) In this code, "high school deputy registrar” neans a deputy
regi strar serving under this section.

(c) A high school deputy registrar may distribute registration
application fornms to and receive registration applications submtted
to the deputy in person fromstudents and enpl oyees of the school
only.

(d) At least twi ce each school year, a high school deputy
regi strar shall distribute an officially prescribed registration
application formto each student who is or will be 18 years of age or
ol der during that year, subject to rules prescribed by the secretary
of state.

(e) Each application formdistributed under this section nust
be acconpanied by a notice inform ng the student or enpl oyee that the
application may be submtted in person or by mail to the voter
regi strar of the county in which the applicant resides or in person
to a high school deputy registrar or volunteer deputy registrar for
delivery to the voter registrar of the county in which the applicant
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resides.

(f) Except as provided by this subsection, Sections 13.039,
13. 041, and 13.042 apply to the subm ssion and delivery of
regi stration applications under this section, and for that purpose,
"vol unteer deputy registrar” in those sections includes a high school
deputy registrar. A high school deputy registrar may revi ew an
application for conpl eteness out of the applicant's presence. A
deputy may deliver a group of applications to the registrar by nai
in an envel ope or package, and, for the purpose of determ ning
conpliance with the delivery deadline, an application delivered by
mail is considered to be delivered at the tinme of its receipt by the
registrar.

(g) A high school deputy registrar comrits an offense if the
deputy fails to conply with Section 13.042. An offense under this
subsection is a Cass C m sdeneanor unless the deputy's failure to
conply is intentional, in which case the offense is a Cass A
m sdeneanor.

(h) The secretary of state shall prescribe any additional
procedures necessary to inplenent this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 279, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.047. TRAI NI NG STANDARDS FOR DEPUTY REGQ STRARS. (a)
The secretary of state shall
(1) adopt standards of training in election lawrelating to
the registration of voters;
(2) develop materials for a standardized curriculumfor
that training; and
(3) distribute the materials as necessary to each county
voter registrar.
(b) The training standards may include the passage of an
exam nation at the end of a training program

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 507 (H B. 1570), Sec. 3, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2011.
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Sec. 13.048. OPTI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR APPO NTMENT OF VOLUNTEER
DEPUTY REGQ STRAR; PROVI SI ON OF TRAI NIl NG MATERI ALS ON SECRETARY OF
STATE WEBSITE. (a) A county may adopt a nmethod of appointnent for
vol unteer deputy registrars prescribed by the secretary of state or
devel oped by the county and approved by the secretary of state under
this section that provides for the training and exam nation of
potential volunteer deputy registrars.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the secretary of state
shal | :

(1) provide on the secretary of state's website the
training materials prescribed by the secretary of state under Section
13.047 for volunteer deputy registrars; and

(2) prescribe and make avail able on the secretary of
state's website an exam nation based on those material s.

(c) A county that has adopted the nethod under this section:

(1) shall adm nister the required exam nation to a
potential volunteer deputy registrar at any time during the county
voter registrar's regul ar business hours; and

(2) is not required to hold in-person training sessions for
potential volunteer deputy registrars.

(d) At the tinme a person satisfactorily conpletes the
exam nation in conpliance with standards adopted by the secretary of
state, the registrar shall appoint the person as a volunteer deputy
regi strar and advi se the person:

(1) of county-specific procedures for processing voter
regi stration applications, if applicable; and

(2) that the only requirenents for voter registration are
t hose prescribed by state law or by the secretary of state.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R S., Ch. 1269 (S.B. 142), Sec. 1
eff. June 20, 2015.

SUBCHAPTER C. ACTI ON ON APPLI CATI ON BY REQ STRAR
Sec. 13.071. REVIEWOF APPLICATION. (a) The registrar shal
review each submtted application for registration to determ ne
whether it conplies with Section 13.002 and indicates that the
applicant is eligible for registration.
(b) The registrar shall make the determ nation not |ater than
the seventh day after the date the application is submtted to the
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regi strar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.072. ACTION ON APPLI CATION. (a) Unless the registrar
chal I enges the applicant, the registrar shall approve the application
if:

(1) the registrar determ nes that an application conplies
with Section 13.002 and indicates that the applicant is eligible for
regi stration; and

(2) for an applicant who has not included a statenent
descri bed by Section 13.002(c)(8)(C, the registrar verifies with the
secretary of state:

(A) the applicant's Texas driver's |icense nunber or
nunber of a personal identification card issued by the Departnent of
Public Safety; or

(B) the last four digits of the applicant's soci al
security nunber.

(b) After approval of an application by an applicant who was
regi stered in another county at the tinme of application, the
registrar shall deliver witten notice of the applicant's change of
residence to the other county's registrar and include in the notice
the applicant's name, former residence address, and fornmer
regi stration nunber, if known.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), if the registrar
determ nes that an application does not conply with Section 13.002 or
does not indicate that the applicant is eligible for registration,
the registrar shall reject the application.

(d) If an application clearly indicates that the applicant
resides in another county, the registrar shall forward the
application to the other county's registrar not |later than the second
day after the date the application is received. The date of
subm ssion of a conpleted application to the wong registrar is
considered to be the date of subm ssion to the proper registrar for
pur poses of determning the effective date of the registration.

(e) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 44, eff.
Sept. 1, 2003.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 415, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
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1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 559, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997,
75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 5, 44, eff. Sept. 1, 200S.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H. B. 2280), Sec. 1, eff. January
1, 2006.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 12, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.073. NOTICE OF REJECTION. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the registrar shall deliver witten notice of the
reason for the rejection of an application to the applicant not |ater
than the second day after the date of rejection.

(b) If the registrar rejects an application in the applicant's
presence, at that tine the registrar shall orally informthe
applicant of the reason for the rejection. |If the rejection is for
i nconpl eteness, the registrar shall return the application to the
applicant for conpletion and resubm ssion.

(c) If the registrar rejects an application for inconpleteness
but receives a conpleted application not later than the 10th day
after the date the notice is delivered under Subsection (a) or the
date the inconplete application is returned under Subsection (b), as
applicable, the original date of subm ssion of the inconplete
application is considered to be the date of subnmission to the
registrar for the purpose of determning the effective date of
regi stration

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 13.074. CHALLENGE OF APPLICANT. (a) |If after determ ning
that an application conplies wth Section 13.002 and indicates that
the applicant is eligible for registration, the registrar has reason
to believe the applicant is not eligible for registration or the
application was submtted in an unauthorized manner, the registrar
shal | chall enge the applicant.

(b) The registrar shall indicate on the application of a
chal | enged applicant that the applicant's eligibility or the manner
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of subm ssion of the application has been chall enged and the date of
t he chal | enge.

(c) The registrar may not challenge an applicant |later than the
second day after the date the application is determ ned to conply
with Section 13.002 and indicate that the applicant is eligible for
regi stration

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.075. NOTICE OF CHALLENGE TO APPLI CANT. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (c), the registrar shall deliver witten
notice of the challenge to the applicant not |ater than the second
day after the date of the chall enge.

(b) The notice nust include:

(1) the date of the chall enge;

(2) a statenent of the grounds for the challenge; and

(3) a brief explanation of the applicant's right to a
hearing on the challenge and the right to appeal the registrar's
deci si on.

(c) If achallenge is made in the applicant's presence, at that
time the registrar shall orally explain to the applicant the grounds
for the challenge and the applicant's right to a hearing and appeal .

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.076. REQUEST FOR HEARI NG ON CHALLENGE. (a) Except as
provi ded by Subsection (b), to be entitled to a hearing on a
chal l enge, the applicant nust file a witten, signed request for a
hearing with the registrar not later than the 10th day after the date
of the chall enge.

(b) If a challenge is made in the applicant's presence, at that
time the applicant may orally request a hearing.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.077. HEARING ON CHALLENGE. (a) On the tinmely filing
or making of a hearing request, the registrar shall schedule a
hearing on the chall enge.
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(b) The registrar shall conduct the hearing not |ater than the
10th day after the date the request is filed or nade or at a |ater
date on the applicant's request.

(c) The applicant may appear personally at the hearing to offer
evi dence or argunent. The applicant may offer evidence or argunent
by affidavit w thout personally appearing if the applicant submts
the affidavit to the registrar before the hearing begins.

(d)y If achallenge is made in the applicant's presence and the
applicant orally requests a hearing, the hearing nay be conducted at
that time with the applicant's consent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.078. NOTICE OF HEARING (a) The registrar shal
deliver to a challenged applicant witten notice of the date, hour,
and place set for the hearing on the challenge not later than the
second day after the date the hearing request is filed or nade.

(b) This section does not apply to a hearing conducted under
Section 13.077(d).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.079. DETERM NATI ON OF CHALLENCGE. (a) After hearing
and considering the evidence or argunent, the registrar shal
pronptly determ ne the chall enge and i ssue a decision in witing.

(b) If the registrar determnes that the applicant is eligible
for registration or that the manner of subm ssion of the application
was aut horized, the registrar shall approve the application.

(c) If the registrar determ nes that the applicant is not
eligible for registration or that the manner of subm ssion of the
appl i cation was unaut hori zed, the registrar shall reject the
appl i cation.

(d) The registrar shall retain a copy of the decision on file
with the applicant's registration application and shall deliver a
copy to the applicant.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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Sec. 13.080. RECORDI NG REJECTION. On rejection of an
applicant's registration application, the registrar shall enter the
date of and reason for the rejection on the application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER D. APPLI CATI ON FI LES

Sec. 13.101. ACTIVE APPLI CATION FILE. (a) The registrar shal
maintain a file containing the approved registration applications of
the regi stered voters of the county.

(b) The registrar shall maintain the file in al phabetical order
by voter name on a countyw de basis. However, the registrar may
maintain the file in nunerical order by registration nunber if the
registrar regularly maintains a list of registered voters in
al phabetical order by voter nanme on a countyw de basis.

(c) Each application shall be retained on file during the tine
the registration is effective.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.102. I NACTIVE APPLI CATION FILE. (a) The registrar
shall maintain a file containing the rejected applications of
applicants for registration.

(b) The registrar shall maintain a file, separate fromthe file
mai nt ai ned under Subsection (a), containing the applications of the
voters whose regi strati ons have been cancel ed.

(c) The registrar shall maintain each file in al phabeti cal
order by applicant or voter name on a countyw de basis.

(d) Each application shall be retained on file for two years
after the date of rejection or cancellation.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.103. PLACE FOR KEEPI NG FILES; SECURITY. (a) The
regi stration application files maintained under this subchapter shal
be kept in the registrar's office at all tinmes in a place and manner
ensuring their security.

(b) Applications nmay be renoved fromthe registrar's office
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tenporarily, in a manner ensuring their security, for use in
preparing registration certificates, lists of registered voters, and
ot her registration docunents by el ectroni c data-processi ng net hods.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.104. OPTIONAL STORAGE METHOD. (a) Instead of keeping
the original registration applications and supporting docunentation
as required by this title, the registrar may record the applications
and docunentation on an optical disk or other conputer storage nmedi um
approved by the secretary of state.

(b) The storage nmediumnust allow for the creation of a copy of
an application or supporting docunentation.

(c) The secretary of state shall prescribe any procedures
necessary to inplenent this section.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

SUBCHAPTER E. OFFI Cl AL APPLI CATI ON FORMS

Sec. 13.121. OFFICIAL FORM FOR REG STRATION BY MAIL. (a) The
officially prescribed application formfor registration by mail nust
be in the formof a business reply postcard, unless another form or
systemis used under Subsection (b), with postage paid by the state.
The secretary of state shall design the formto enhance the
legibility of its contents.

(b) The secretary of state shall obtain a permt fromthe
United States Postal Service for use of the postage-paid application
formand shall arrange for paynent of the postal charges with
warrants issued by the conptroller of public accounts. The secretary
may use any other formor system nmade available by the United States
Postal Service if the formor systemis |less costly than the business
reply system

(c) The secretary of state shall have the official application
forms for registration by mail printed and shall furnish the forns
Wi thout charge to each registrar in a quantity the secretary
determ nes sufficient for the proper conduct of voter registration.

(d) The secretary of state shall prescribe the procedures
necessary to inplenent this section.
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Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 2, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec. 13.122. ADDI TI ONAL ELEMENTS ON OFFICTAL FORM (a) In
addition to the other statenents and spaces for entering information
that appear on an officially prescribed registration application
form each official formmust include:

(1) the statenent: "I understand that giving fal se
information to procure a voter registration is perjury and a crine
under state and federal law";

(2) a space for the applicant's registration nunber;

(3) a space for the applicant's Texas driver's license
nunber or nunber of a personal identification card issued by the
Department of Public Safety;

(4) a space for the applicant's tel ephone nunber;

(5) a space for the applicant's social security nunber;

(6) a space for the applicant's sex;

(7) a statement indicating that the furnishing of the
applicant's tel ephone nunber and sex is optional;

(8) a space or box for indicating whether the applicant or
voter is submtting new registration informati on or a change in
current registration information;

(9) a statenment instructing a voter who is using the form
to make a change in current registration information to enter the
voter's nanme and the changed information in the appropriate spaces on
the form

(10) a statement that if the applicant declines to register
to vote, that fact will remain confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes;

(11) a statement that if the applicant does register to
vote, information regarding the agency or office to which the
application is submtted will remain confidential and will be used
only for voter registration purposes;

(12) a space or box for indicating whether the applicant is
interested in working as an el ection judge;

(13) a statement warning that a conviction for making a
false statement may result in inprisonnment for up to the maxi num
anount of tinme provided by law, a fine of up to the maxi num anount
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provi ded by law, or both the inprisonnment and the fine; and

(14) any other voter registration information required by
federal |aw or considered appropriate and required by the secretary
of state.

(b) The term "residence address” may not be nodified on an
official registration application formby terns other than those
conprising the specific elenents of a residence address.

(c) If it becomes perm ssible under federal law to require an
applicant for registration who has a social security nunber to
furnish the nunber, the secretary of state nay inplenent that
requirenent.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, Sec. 6.03, eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 442, Sec. 7, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1991, 72nd
Leg., ch. 559, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch.
631, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec.
30(b), eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 6,
eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 3, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1315, Sec. 3, eff. Jan. 1,
2004.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1049 (H B. 1268), Sec. 3, eff. January
1, 2006.

SUBCHAPTER F. | NI TI AL REA STRATI ON
Sec. 13.141. REG STRATION NUMBER.  The secretary of state shal
prescri be a uni form system for assigning voter registration nunbers.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H B. 2280), Sec. 2, eff. January
1, 2006.

Sec. 13.142. |INTIAL REGQ STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. (a) After
approval of a registration application, the registrar shall:
(1) prepare a voter registration certificate and issue the
original certificate to the applicant; and
(2) enter the applicant's county el ection precinct nunber
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and registration nunber on the applicant's registration application.
(b) In this code, "initial certificate" neans a registration
certificate issued under this section
(c) Aninitial certificate takes effect on the effective date
of the registration and expires the follow ng January 1 of an even-
nunber ed year.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 53, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Amended by:

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 13, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.143. EFFECTI VE DATE OF REQ STRATI ON, PERI GD OF
EFFECTI VENESS. (a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (e),
if an applicant's registration application is approved, the
regi stration becones effective on the 30th day after the date the
application is submtted to the registrar or on the date the
appl i cant becones 18 years of age, whichever is |later.

(b) Aregistration is effective for purposes of early voting if
it will be effective on el ection day.

(c) Aregistration is effective until cancel ed under this code.

(d) For purposes of determning the effective date of a
regi stration, an application submtted by:

(1) mail is considered to be submtted to the registrar on
the date it is placed with postage prepaid and properly addressed in
the United States mail; or

(2) telephonic facsimle machine is considered to be
submtted to the registrar on the date the transm ssion is received
by the registrar, subject to Subsection (d-2).

(d-1) The date indicated by the post office cancellation mark
is considered to be the date the application was placed in the nai
unl ess proven ot herw se.

(d-2) For a registration application submtted by tel ephonic
facsimle machine to be effective, a copy of the original
registration application containing the voter's original signhature
nmust be submtted by personal delivery or mail and be received by the
registrar not later than the fourth business day after the
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transm ssion by tel ephonic facsimle machine is received.

(e) If the 30th day before the date of an election is a
Sat urday, Sunday, or |legal state or national holiday, an application
is considered to be tinely if it is submtted to the registrar on or
before the next regul ar busi ness day.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 416, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 203, Sec. 2.31; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 554,
Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 6,
eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 454, Sec. 4, eff.
Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 1178 (S.B. 910), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2013.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 14, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 13.144. DELIVERY OF | NI TI AL CERTI FI CATE TO VOTER  (a)
Not later than the 30th day after the date the registrar receives the
application, the registrar shall deliver the original of an initial
certificate:

(1) in person to the applicant or the applicant's agent
appoi nted under Section 13.003; or
(2) by mail to the applicant.

(b) If delivery is by mail, the registrar shall send the
certificate to the mailing address on the applicant's registration
appl i cation.

(c) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 844, Sec. 4,
ef f. Septenber 1, 2007.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 1, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 4, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.
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Sec. 13.145. UNLAWFUL DELI VERY OF CERTI FI CATE. (a) A voter
registrar commts an offense if the registrar knowi ngly delivers a
registration certificate to a person other than the applicant or the
applicant's agent appoi nted under Section 13.003.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degr ee.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.146. CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE ON RETURN OF | NI TI AL
CERTIFICATE. (a) If aninitial certificate delivered to the
applicant by mail is returned to the registrar undelivered, the
regi strar shall pronptly deliver to the applicant a confirmation
notice in accordance with Section 15.051.

(b) If the applicant fails to submt a response to the
registrar in accordance with Section 15.053, the registrar shal
enter the applicant's nanme on the suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.01, eff. Sept. 1
1999.

CHAPTER 14. RENEWAL OF REAQ STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. | SSUANCE OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE

Sec. 14.001. RENEWAL REG STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE. (a) On or
after Novenber 15 but before Decenber 6 of each odd-nunbered year,
the registrar shall issue a voter registration certificate to each
voter in the county whose registration is effective on the preceding
Novenber 14 and whose nane does not appear on the suspense |ist.

(b) In this code, "renewal certificate" neans a registration
certificate issued under this section

(c) A renewal certificate is valid for two years begi nning on
January 1 following its issuance.

(d) At the tine the registrar issues an initial certificate for
a voter whose registration will be effective after Novenber 14 of an
odd- nunbered year and before January 1 of the follow ng year, the
regi strar shall also issue the voter a renewal certificate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
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Acts 1986, 69th Leg., 3rd C S., ch. 14, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987;
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 54, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.002. DELIVERY OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE TO VOTER. (&)
Except as provided by Subsection (d), the registrar shall deliver a
voter's renewal certificate by mail to the mailing address on the
voter's registration application.

(b) The certificate, if mailed w thout an envel ope, or the
envel ope containing the certificate nust contain an instruction to
the postal authorities not to forward it to any other address and to
return it to the registrar if the addressee is no |onger at the
address to which the certificate was mail ed.

(c) The registrar may not mail the certificate in the sane
envel ope with a tax statenent.

(d) The registrar shall deliver a renewal certificate issued
under Section 14.001(d) with the voter's initial certificate.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

SUBCHAPTER B. RETURN OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE
Sec. 14.021. DI SPCSI TI ON OF RETURNED RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE. On
the return to the registrar of an undelivered renewal certificate
that was mailed to a voter, the registrar shall file the certificate
with the voter's registration application and, not |ater than January
2 following the mailing of certificates, enter the voter's nane on
t he suspense |ist.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Renunbered
fromEl ection Code Sec. 14.022 and anended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg.,
ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.022. ERRONEOUS RETURN OF RENEWAL CERTI FI CATE. If the
regi strar determnes that a voter's renewal certificate was returned
undel i vered sol ely because of postal service error, address
reclassification, or the registrar's clerical error, the registrar
shall delete the voter's nane fromthe suspense list, nmake any ot her
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appropriate corrections in the registration records, and deliver the
certificate to the voter

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Renunbered
from El ection Code Sec. 14.023 and anended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg.,
ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 14.023. CONFI RVATI ON NOTI CE AFTER RETURN OF RENEWAL
CERTI FI CATE. (a) After January 1 but not later than March 1 of each
even- nunbered year, the registrar shall deliver a confirmation notice
in accordance with Section 15.051 to each voter whose nane appears on
t he suspense list under this subchapter

(b) If the voter fails to submt a response to the registrar in
accordance with Section 15.053, the voter's nane remains on the
suspense |ist.

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 5.02, eff. Sept. 1,
1999.

CHAPTER 15. GENERAL ADM NI STRATI ON OF REGQ STRATI ON
SUBCHAPTER A. FORM AND CONTENTS OF REG STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE;
REPLACEMENT OF CERTI FI CATE
Sec. 15.001. REQUI RED CONTENTS. (a) Each voter registration
certificate issued nust contain:

(1) the voter's name in the formindicated by the voter,
subject to applicable requirenents prescribed by Section 13.002 and
by rule of the secretary of state;

(2) the voter's residence address or, if the residence has
no address, the address at which the voter receives nmail and a
conci se description of the |ocation of the voter's residence;

(3) the year of the voter's birth

(4) the nunber of the county election precinct in which the
vot er resides;

(5) the voter's effective date of registration if an
initial certificate;

(6) the voter's registration nunber;

(7) an indication of the period for which the certificate
IS issued;
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(8) a statenent explaining the circunstances under which
the voter will receive a new certificate;

(9) a space for stanping the voter's political party
affiliation;

(10) a statenent that voting with the certificate by a
person other than the person in whose nane the certificate is issued
is a fel ony;

(11) a space for the voter's signature;

(12) a statenment that the voter nmust sign the certificate
personally, if able to sign, imedi ately on receipt;

(13) a space for the voter to correct the informati on on
the certificate followed by a signature |ine;

(14) the statenment: "If any information on this certificate
changes or is incorrect, correct the information in the space
provi ded, sign below, and return this certificate to the voter
registrar.";

(15) the registrar's mailing address and tel ephone nunber;
and

(16) the jurisdictional or distinguishing nunber for the
following territorial units in which the voter resides, as determ ned
by the voter registrar:

(A) congressional district;

(B) state senatorial district;

(C) state representative district;

(D) conm ssioners precinct;

(E) justice precinct;

(F) ~city election precinct; and

(G school district election precinct.

(b) A certificate may not contain:

(1) the voter's tel ephone nunber;

(2) the voter's social security nunber; or

(3) except as provided by Section 15.002, any ot her
i nformati on not specified by Subsection (a).

(c) Acertificate issued to a voter who neets the certification
requi renents of Section 13.002(i) nust contain an indication that the
voter is exenpt fromthe requirement to present identification other
than the registration certificate before being accepted for voting.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anmended by
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts
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1995, 74th Leg., ch. 390, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1995,
74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 532 (S.B. 932), Sec. 1, eff. June
16, 2007.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 2, eff.
January 1, 2012.

Acts 2021, 87th Leg., RS., Ch. 711 (H B. 3107), Sec. 15, eff.
Septenber 1, 2021.

Sec. 15.002. OPTIONAL CONTENTS. (a) A voter registration
certificate nmay contain an explanation of the voter's rights or
duties under this code, including:

(1) the procedure by which the voter will receive a renewal
certificate;

(2) the necessity of notifying the registrar if the voter
changes resi dence;

(3) the necessity of applying for a new registration if the
vot er changes residence to anot her county;

(4) the period during which the voter may vote a limted
bal |l ot after changi ng residence to another county;

(5) the procedure for voting without a certificate; and

(6) the procedure for obtaining a replacenent for a | ost or
destroyed certificate.

(b) An explanation authorized by Subsection (a) nay appear on a
separate sheet acconpanying the certificate when it is delivered.

(c) In addition to the territorial units required to be |isted
on a voter registration certificate under Section 15.001(a)(16), a
certificate may contain up to seven jurisdictional or distinguishing
nunbers for any other territorial units in which the voter resides.

(d) A voter registration certificate nay contain the voter's
sex.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Anended by
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts
1995, 74th Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R S., Ch. 532 (S.B. 932), Sec. 2, eff. June
16, 2007.
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Sec. 15.003. SI GNI NG CERTI FI CATE BY VOTER. (a) On receipt of
a voter registration certificate issued under this title, the person
to whomthe certificate is issued nust personally sign it in the
appropri ate space.

(b) This section does not apply to a person who cannot sign the
certificate because of a physical disability or illiteracy.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 15.004. REPLACEMENT CERTI FI CATE. (a) A voter whose
registration certificate is |lost or destroyed may obtain a
repl acenent certificate by:

(1) delivering a witten or electronic notice of the |oss
or destruction to the registrar; or
(2) telephoning the registrar to request a repl acenent.

(b) A replacenent certificate requested el ectronically under
Subsection (a)(1) or by tel ephone under Subsection (a)(2) nmay be sent
only to the mailing address on the voter's registration records.

(c) Subject to Subsection (b), not later than the 30th day
after the date the registrar receives the notice or request, the
registrar shall deliver to the voter a replacenent certificate
cont ai ni ng:

(1) the registration nunber and other information on the
| ost or destroyed certificate; and
(2) a notation that the certificate is a replacenent.

(d) The registrar shall retain a witten or electronic notice
subm tted under Subsection (a)(1l) on file with the voter's
regi stration application. If the voter requests a replacenent
registration certificate by tel ephone under Subsection (a)(2), the
registrar shall nake a witten record of the request and keep the
record on file with the voter's registration application.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., RS., Ch. 844 (H B. 1044), Sec. 2, eff.
Sept enber 1, 2007.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., RS., Ch. 349 (H B. 2263), Sec. 1, eff.
June 14, 2013.
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ELECTI ON CODE

Sec. 15.005. NOTICE OF | DENTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS. (a) The
voter registrar of each county shall provide notice of the
identification requirenments for voting prescribed by Chapter 63 and a
detail ed description of those requirenments with each voter
registration certificate issued under Section 13.142 or renewal
regi stration certificate issued under Section 14.001.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the wording of the
notice to be included on the certificate under this section.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R S., Ch. 123 (S.B. 14), Sec. 3, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011

SUBCHAPTER B. CORRECTI ON OF REG STRATI ON | NFORMATI ON

Sec. 15.021. NOTICE OF CHANGE | N REGQ STRATI ON | NFORMVATI ON BY
VOTER. (a) |If a voter discovers incorrect information on the
voter's registration certificate or if any of the information becones
i ncorrect because of a change in circunstances, the voter shal
pronptly submt to the registrar a witten, signed notice of the
incorrect information and the correspondi ng c